A protest movement in a private clinic: an analysis of a patients' strike.
Behind this protest movement among chronic patients on dialysis was a dispute between the specialist who headed the service and the director of the clinic. This dispute eventually involved the patients, who felt that the quality of care was at stake. Their 'therapy strike', as exceptional as it is in the world of illness, brings to mind forms of action used by the consumer movement or by labour unions. The reasons that this small group of patients interrupted treatment are analysed in terms of their relations to medicine and their conceptions of illness.